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Jai prak.ash Nara.yan:Polit.ical Thou.ght, Soc.ial Philo.sophy and Contri.bution to 
Ind.ian Democ.racy 
 
 
 

Abstra.ct 

Jai Prakash Narayan was a great social thinker and political leader who had ushered in an era of great socio-
political revolutions, when the country was grappling with the major issues of poverty, unemployment, 
corruption, insecurity, homelessness, dictatorship, inequality and injustice. His thoughts and movements 
caught the eye not only in India, but also throughout the world. Due to his extraordinary role in social and 
political change his name became popular in the context of “Loknayak”. Jayprakash went through his 
education in American Universities, and was greatly influenced by Marxism. He returned to India and joined 
the Indian National Congress, where he was actively engaged in the struggle for independence from the 
British rule in India. Following the Independence movement, over time Narayan was gradually away from 
party involvement and dedicated his life to social reconstruction and building an Anti-Congress platform in 
1948. J. established the Praja Socialist Party.J. launched the Praja Socialist Party.In 1952, P gave voice to 
the disenfranchised, established a political alternative. He did his utmost to introduce Sarvodaya Movement 
of Acharya Vinoba Bhave.Jayprakash was actively associated with Sarvodaya Movement started by 
Gandhiji and led by Vinoba Bhave. The Sarvodaya of J.In the fifties P mentioned a new order which would 
try to create a classless stateless society to fruit people's socialism. He was greatly distressed with the 
increasing corruption in India’s political arena. He initially became the “Jeevan Danee” of Jeevandan 
movement led by Vinoba Bhave. To counteract the dominant party politics he introduced the idea of 
partyless and communitarian democracy to develop democratic culture and values. Sampurna Kranti or total 
revolution was the final intellectual contribution of Jayprakash in his endless pursuit to establish a socio-
economic and political order in India, which would make India a democratic and prosperous nation in the 
world. In the present study emphasis would be given to the social and political contribution made by JP in 
reconstructing the Indian society through all his moving up till his death. He was dedicated to purify 
political, socio-economic and moral part of the people. 

Keyw.ords:  Jayapr.akash Nara.yan, Lokn.ayak, Ind.ian Socia.lism, Sarvo.daya, Tot.al Revol.ution, Democ.racy, 
Bhoo.dan Move.ment, Ind.ian Free.dom Move.ment, Polit.ical Thou.ght, Soc.ial Transfo.rmation. 

Introd.uction 

Jay Prak.ash Nara.yan was one of the most dedic.ated lead.ers in Ind.ia. He purs.ued hig.her educa.tion in 
univer.sities in the Uni.ted Sta.tes, whe.re he gradu.ally devel.oped a str.ong inte.rest in Marx .ist ide.as. Aft.er 
retur.ning to Ind.ia, he joi.ned  Ind.ian Nati.onal Cong.ress, He influ.enced by Jawah.arlal Neh.ru’s app.eal to 
partic.ipate in the stru.ggle to end Brit.ish colo.nial rule. He was influ.enced by Maha.tma Gan.dhi as well as 
Bal Ganga.dhar Til.ak. Gan.dhi’s philo.sophy of non-viol.ence furt.her encou.raged JP to ado.pt a sim.ple way of 
life and dedi.cate hims.elf to the serv.ice of the nat.ion.At the age of eigh.teen, Jayapr.akash Nara.yan marr.ied 
with Prabh.avati Devi. His marr.iage also brou.ght him into new cont.act with several promi.nent polit.ical 
lea.der thro.ugh his fat.her-in-law, who was conne.cted with the nati.onal move.ment. Dur.ing free.dom stru.ggle 
time, JP was arre.sted and impri.soned on seve.ral occas.ions beca.use of his act.ive partici.pation in the anti-
Brit.ish move.ment. 

Jayapr.akash Nara.yan lat.er emer.ged as one of the impor.tant lead.ers of Ind.ian socia.lism and pla.yed a 
signif.icant role in shap.ing socia.list thou.ght in the coun.try. From the 1930s to the mid-1950s, he rema.ined 
acti.vely invo.lved in socia.list poli.tics and wor.ked for soc.ial and econ.omic equa.lity. Thro.ughout his  life, his  
main  conc.ern was the crea.tion of a democ.ratic soci.ety bas.ed on just.ice, free.dom, equa.lity, and hum.an 
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dign.ity. His ide.as abo.ut poli.tics and soci.ety were bas.ed on the princ.iple that ever.yone sho.uld have the 
free.dom to live indepen.dently and rece.ive the same opportu.nities in life. 

 

 

OBJEC.TIVE OF THE STU.DY  

   To exam.ine the life and polit.ical car.eer of Jayapr.akash Nara.yan.. 

  To exam.ine his contri.bution to the Ind.ian free.dom move.ment. 

  To anal.yse his trans.ition from socia.lism to Sarvo.daya. 

  To exam.ine his conc.ept of party.less democ.racy and decentra.lisation. 
  To stu.dy the philoso.phical and polit.ical signif.icance of Tot.al Revol.ution. 

 

 

Method.ology  

This stu.dy is prima.rily histo.rical and analy.tical in nat.ure. It is bas.ed on secon.dary sour.ces, inclu.ding boo.ks, 
schol.arly arti.cles, gover.nment public.ations, acad.emic stud.ies and sele.cted writ.ings of Jayapr.akash 
Nara.yan.The rese.arch foll.ows a qualit.ative method.ology. Histo.rical and polit.ical develo.pments have been 
exam.ined chronolo.gically and themat.ically to under.stand the evolu.tion of Nara.yan's polit.ical philo.sophy. 
Parti.cular atten.tion has been giv.en to his writ.ings on socia.lism, democ.racy and Sarvo.daya and to schol.arly 
interpre.tations of the Tot.al Revol.ution move.ment.The stu.dy uses secon.dary mater.ials to coll.ect data of 
Jayapr.akash Nara.yan's publi.shed writ.ings, inclu.ding Socia.lism, Sarvo.daya, and Democ.racy. 

 
Jayapr.akash Nara.yan’s Revolut.ionary Contri.bution 
 
Aft.er compl.eting his hig.her stud.ies in the USA, JP retu.rned to Ind.ia and bec.ame a mem.ber of the Ind.ian 
Nati.onal Cong.ress to fig.ht agai.nst the Brit.ish Gover.nment in 1929. From this time, JP star.ted tak.ing an 
act.ive part in Ind.ian Free.dom Stru.ggle up to achie.ving Ind.ian Indepe.ndence. He was put into pri.son in 
1932 for partici.pating acti.vely in the Civ.il Disobe.dience Move.ment organ.ized by Gand.hiji agai.nst the 
oppre.ssive Brit.ish Rule. He made frie.nds with lead.ers like Ash.ok Meh.ta, Minu Mash.ani, Ram Mano.har 
Loh.ia, C. K. Nara.yan Swa.mi, etc. dur.ing his impris.onment at the Nas.ik Jail in 1932. This frien.dship made 

JP join the Cong.ress Socia.list Par.ty (CSP). 1 As the Gene.ral Secre.tary of (CSP), he ask.ed the Nat.ion to 
util.ize the Sec.ond Wor.ld War opport.unity to free thems.elves from the Brit.ish Rule and exploi.tation. He 
was aga.in impri.soned for 9 mon.ths. On rele.ase from Jail, he tri.ed hard to achi.eve a reconci.liation betw.een 

Gand.hiji and Sub.has Chan.dra Bose abo.ut the Move.ment’s pol.icy but fai.led to do that.2 He was arre.sted by 
the Brit.ish Gover.nment on the cha.rge of partici.pating in the Quit Ind.ia Move.ment of Aug.ust 1942. He was 
char.ged with the ongo.ing stir with oth.er free.dom figh.ters and was put in Hazar.ibagh Cent.ral Jail. He 
succe.eded in esca.ping from jail on the Diw.ali day in Nove.mber 1942 when most of the guards of the Jail 

were on lea.ve.3 This dar.ing esc.ape of JP made him a folk hero.Dur.ing the free.dom stru.ggle per.iod, JP 
wor.ked acti.vely as an underg.round free.dom figh.ter. In ord.er to stop the exploi.tation of the Brit.ish 
Gover.nment, he organ.ized an ‘Azad Das.ta’ (Free.dom Brig.ade) in Nep.al. Aft.er some mon.ths, he was 
arre.sted aga.in and aga.in from Pun.jab whi.le trave.ling thro.ugh tra.in in Septe.mber 1943. He was brut.ally 
tort.ured by the Brit.ish Pol.ice for inform.ation rela.ted to the Free.dom Stru.ggle. When Gan.dhi insi.sted that 
he wou.ld init.iate negoti.ations with the Brit.ish Gover.nment only aft.er the uncondi.tional rele.ase of Ram 
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Mano.har Loh.ia and JP in Apr.il 1946. He was a born free.dom figh.ter of corru .ption, injus.tice, and 
exploi.tation of the poor sect.ion of the soci.ety. Hen.ce he made gre.at effo.rts to bri.ng abo.ut soc.io-econ.omic 

chan.ges for establ.ishing a tru.ly equ.al soci.ety with just.ice up to his dea.th.4 

 
Jayapr.akash Nara.yan’s Influ.ence on Ind.ian Socia.list Thou.ght  
 
For alm.ost 24 yea.rs JP wor.ked as socia.list from 1930 to 1954. Gand.hiji rega.rded him to be the grea.test 
autho.rity on Socia.lism in Ind.ia. He made lots of act.ive contrib.utions to the popular.ization of the Cong.ress 
Socia.list Par.ty and its prog.ram. He felt that with.out socia.lism, inequa.lities, corru.ption and exploi.tation 
can.not be cur.bed. The forma.tion of the Cong.ress Socia.list Par.ty (CSP) in May 1934 was a signif.icant 
miles.tone in the develo.pment of the Socia.list move.ment in Ind.ia. The bluep.rints of CSP were dra.wn in 
Nas.ik Jail whe.re JP, Ash.oke Meh.ata, Min.oo Mas.ani, Loh.ia were impri.soned toge.ther. Slo.wly with the 
pass.age of time, JP act.ed as the most act.ive lea.der of the Cong.ress Socia.list Par.ty and also as the most re-

organ.ized person.ality in the dom.ain of Ind.ian Socia.lism.5JP had gre.at emph.asis on the econ.omic iss.ues of 
the nat.ion and neces.sity of the solu.tion of the.se prob.lems as ear.ly as poss.ible with social.istic princ.iples. 
Accor.ding to him ‘the root cau.se of inequa.lities of wea.lth lies in the fact that the gif.ts of nat.ure whi.ch 
prov.ide wea.lth to man and the instru.ments of produc.tions have come to be priva.tely own.ed by indivi.duals 

for the.ir own bene.fits. This resu.lted in econ.omic exploi.tation.6 JP felt that inequa.lities devel.oped due to the 
priv.ate owner.ship of mea.ns of produ.ction and that led to concent.ration of wea.lth and exploi.tation of oth.ers. 
It was beca.use he suppo.rted the aboli.tion of priv.ate wea.lth and priv.ate owner.ship. JP thou.ght that ban.ks, 
indus.tries, trans.port and tra.de sho.uld be nation.alized as the prop.erty of the Sta.te. He laid str.ess on the fact 
that the Sta.te has to fulf.ill the nee.ds of the peo.ple to cre.ate a social.istic and tru.ly democ.ratic sta.te with the 
spi.rit of just.ice, equa.lity and libe.rty. Democ.racy can.not flou.rish with.out the establi.shment of socia.lism in 
the Ind.ian pol.ity. JP had comp.lete knowl.edge abo.ut the fla.ws of represe.ntative, parliam.entary democ.racy. 

He said that socia.lism is noth.ing but the equ.al shar.ing of the bene.fits of sta.te wea.lth by all.7 Bei.ng a 
socia.list, JP had deep empa.thy towa.rds the peas.ants who were suffe.ring in so many ways. He tri.ed to bri.ng 
a radi.cal cha.nge in the soci.ety in such a way that the.re wou.ld be reduc.tion in the suffe.ring of the peas.ants 
in the vill.ages. He wis.hed that the vill.age sho.uld be self-suffi.cient and the.re sho.uld be radi.cal chan.ges in 

the laws regar.ding the land. He sugge.sted the forma.tion of cooper.ative fir.ms.8 He implem.ented socia.lism in 
the Ind.ian polit.ical enviro.nment thro.ugh Gand.hian meth.ods of non-viol.ence and Satya.graha. JP did not 
pre.fer Marx.ist meth.ods of cla.ss stru.ggle for his social.istic stru.ggle. JP’s idea of Socia.lism accor.ding to him 
was, “I wou.ld like to def.ine a socia.list soci.ety as one in whi.ch the indiv.idual is prep.ared volunt.arily to 
subord.inate his inte.rest to the lar.ger inte.rest of the soci.ety. The keyw.ord in this defin.ition is ‘Volunt.arily’. 
In his book ‘Why Socia.lism’ (1936), JP gave prof.ound impor.tance to econ.omic equa.lity and sugge.sted the 
aboli.tion of priv.ate prop.erty as a solu.tion for equa.lity. He accu.sed priv.ate prop.erty as the root cau.se of 
inequ.ality. JP had a cle.ar vis.ion of oth.er meth.ods to sol.ve the prob.lem of inequ.ality such as equ.al 
opport.unity for self-develo.pment, not equit.able apporti.onment of nati.onal wea.lth and soc.ial, educat.ional 
and serv.ices betw.een all. Bei.ng a foll.ower of Marx.ist ideo.logy, JP wan.ted the aboli.tion of priv.ate prop.erty 
to sol.ve the prob.lem of inequ.ality. But as a democ.ratic socia.list, JP under.stood that equa.lity also has soc.ial 

and polit.ical dimen.sion as well; it nee.ded diffe.rent poli.cies to cope with them.9 

 
Jayapr.akash Nara.yan’s Influ.ence on the Sarvo.daya Move.ment:  
 
Sarvo.daya is a soc.ial restruc.turing move.ment thro.ugh whi.ch Jay Prakash.Narayan has tri.ed to estab.lish 
soc.ial just.ice and welf.are of all.In this soci.ety, all hum.an bei.ngs with.out bas.ed on cas.te, cre.ed, reli.gion, 
gen.der, race,and sex will get equ.al opport.unity. No par.ty pow.er poli.tics is in Sarvo.daya soci.ety. Lokn.iti 
will take.the pla.ce of poli.tics in this soci.ety whe.re all peo.ple will take partic.ipate in the deci.sion-
makingp.rocess. Love, compa.ssion,and symp.athy are the mot.tos of Sarvo.daya soci.ety. Sarvo.daya soci.ety 
beli.eves in libe.rty, equa.lity, and frate.rnity with aboli.shing corru.ption, unempl.oyment,nepo.tism,and mal 
prac.tice. In this reg.ard,JP has prop.osed some constit.utional amend.ments.The polit.ical life of JP devel.oped 
thro.ugh the way of Marx.ian socia.lism. In the Post- Indepe.ndence Era of Ind.ia, JP dissoc.iated hims.elf from 
poli.tics and pow.er poli.tics. Jayapr.akash tota.lly divo.rced hims.elf from Marx.ism and adop.ted the philo.sophy 
of Sarvo.daya. He tri.ed to reinte.rpret the prob.lem of indiv.idual beha.vior that he was to mani.fest in poli.tics 
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from an ethi.cal ang.le. In 1954, he decl.ared at the ann.ual Sarvo.daya Confe.rence at Bodh.gaya that he wou.ld 
dev.ote his time and ene.rgy to prom.ote Sarvo.daya move.ment and its philo.sophy. He bec.ame the fir.st 
‘Jeevan.danee’ on the acco.unt of the rise of all. He assoc.iated hims.elf with the Bhoo.dan move.ment of 
Acha.rya Vino.bha Bha.ve to rebu.ild the socioec.onomic sta.tus of Ind.ia. He star.ted establ.ishing the princ.iples 
and ide.als of socia.lism thro.ugh his soc.ial wor.ks. JP advoc.ated the adop.tion of Peo.ple’s Socia.lism in pla.ce 
of sta.te socia.lism. Sarvo.daya oppo.sed Rajn.iti or pow.er poli.tics and adop.ted Lok Sat.ta or Lokn.iti. 
Sarvo.daya move.ment advoc.ated par.ty less democ.racy to cont.rol the pow.er cent.ered par.ty poli.tics. Thro.ugh 
the Sarvo.daya Prog.rams, JP wis.hed to estab.lish commu.nity-cent.ered panch.ayats thro.ugh a partici.pative 
appr.oach of the peo.ple. As a Sarvo.daya acti.vist, the peo.ple have to work in a cooper.ative spi.rit to prom.ote 

the happi.ness and prog.ress of all.10 Sarvo.daya does not hold the view that diffe.rent soc.ial inter.ests gave rise 
to diffe.rent part.ies. This move.ment empl.oyed the techn.ique of Ahi.msa, tru.th, and Satya.graha inst.ead of 
Marx.ist viol.ent appr.oach. By disca.rding pow.er poli.tics, JP envis.aged an ide.al soc.ial ord.er whi.ch was not a 
para.dise for corr.upt politi.cians, bureau.crats and capita.lists but the.re was to be self-gover.nment, self-

manag.ement, cooper.ation, equa.lity, free.dom and brothe.rhood in the soci.ety.11 For lead.ing an ide.al and 
mor.al life, the disci.pline of phys.ical nee.ds is imper.ative for the heal.thy develo.pment of hum.an 
person.ality.The socia.list way of life is the proc.ess of shar.ing the good thro.ugh the colle.ctive effo.rts of 
peo.ple. Unl.ess the memb.ers of soci.ety lea.rn to keep the.ir desi.res und.er cont.rol, volun.tary shar.ing may be 
diffi.cult to prac.tice in soci.ety. As per JP, the solu.tion wou.ld be that eve.ry mem.ber of the soc.ial pract.ices 
self-disci.pline and val.ues of socia.lism. Sarvo.daya is the appr.oach towa.rds implem.enting the val.ues of 

socia.lism in the soci.ety thro.ugh the proc.ess of volunt.arily shar.ing and cooper.ation for oth.ers.12  
 
JP’s conc.ept of Tot.al Revol.ution:  
 
The very term “Tot.al Revol.ution” (compreh.ensive revol.ution) mak.es it cle.ar that its objec.tive is the 
crea.tion of the “Tot.al Man.” “Tot.al Revol.ution,” whi.ch was his term for a compreh.ensive soc.ial revol.ution 
inclu.ding all  aspe.cts of life – soc.ial, econ.omic, polit.ical, cult.ural, ideolo.gical, educat.ional, and mor.al. He 
annou.nced this goal for the fir.st time at a mamm.oth pub.lic meet.ing held in Pat.na on 5 June 1974, and it 
immedi.ately cau.ght on.  J.P. also expla.ined that the work for Tot.al Revol.ution has four aspe.cts: stru.ggle, 
constr.uction, propa.ganda, and organi.zation. (ibid). This perspe.ctive pres.ents a holi.stic and compreh.ensive 
vis.ion of soc.ial cha.nge. The idea of tot.al revol.ution is there.fore of prof.ound impor.tance for soc.ial 
reconst.ruction, as it demons.trates how the founda.tions of mul.ti-dimens.ional soc.ial transfo.rmation can be 
laid thro.ugh compreh.ensive leade.rship., he made it cle.ar that this revol.ution was not only for the stud.ents 
but it invo.lved the resign.ation of minis.ters and the dissol.ution of the asse.mbly in Bih.ar. This revol.ution was 
also initi.ated to sol.ve the urg.ent prob.lems of the nat.ion and ushe.ring in a new era to estab.lish an ideal.istic 
socia.list sta.te with democ.ratic val.ues to end econ.omic exploi.tation and soc.ial evil. The conc.ept of tot.al 
revol.ution of JP was his most impor.tant objec.tive to estab.lish a social.istic cult.ure in Ind.ia for its peo.ple. 
The main mot.ive of this revol.ution was an act.ive resp.onse to the then corru.pted soc.io-econ.omic and 
polit.ical scen.ario of the coun.try. Tot.al revol.ution was the combin.ation of sev.en revolu.tions like soc.ial, 
polit.ical, econ.omic, cult.ural, educat.ional, ideolo.gical and spiri.tual to bri.ng a cha.nge in the Ind.ian 

soci.ety.13This innov.ative conc.ept of revol.ution was laun.ched by JP with two main aims, firs.tly it is to bri.ng 
a dras.tic cha.nge in all sphe.res of the soci.ety thro.ugh the mea.ns of non-viol.ence and aware.ness amo.ng 
pub.lic. The sec.ond was to chall.enge the arbit.rary use of pow.ers by the rul.ing par.ty in Ind.ia. He felt that 
the.re was an emerg.ency need to prot.est agai.nst the mis.use of pow.er, corru.ption and soc.io-econ.omic just.ice 
of the peo.ple. The.re were many impor.tant feat.ures of JP's conc.ept of tot.al revol.ution that can bri.ng a 
cha.nge in the sys.tem and menta.lity of the peo.ple. The fir.st feat.ure was abo.ut the proc.ess of revol.ution that 
was bas.ed on non-viol.ence and tru.th. He info.rmed Gand.hiji that the.re was no need for viol.ent meth.ods to 

cha.nge the soci.ety of Ind.ia.14 The sec.ond feat.ure of tot.al revol.ution was the revol.ution wou.ld aim at 
susta.ining the democ.ratic struc.ture of the nat.ion. Thir.dly, JP for his revol.ution was a cha.nge in the 
indiv.idual and soc.ial struc.ture of soci.ety. Four.thly, the tot.al revol.ution and it wou.ld contin.uously cha.nge 
our indiv.idual and soc.ial struc.ture of life. He sta.ted 'Tot.al revol.ution was alw.ays goi.ng on and on ……..this 

kno.ws no resp.ite, no halt and certai.nly not a comp.lete halt… 15Fift.hly, he gave the leade.rship of the 
revol.ution to the stud.ents. In his opin.ion, stud.ents were more succe.ssful in leade.rship beca.use they had no 
thi.rst for pow.er and surv.ival stru.ggle. Sixt.hly, the idea of cla.ss stru.ggle was not inte.nded to obt.ain the same 
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deg.ree of pow.er. One more feat.ure of tot.al revol.ution is that JP wan.ted to intro.duce a new polit.ical sys.tem 
whi.ch wou.ld be bas.ed on mut.ual resp.ect, tru.st, and cooper.ation for ever.yone. Accor.ding to Bim.al Pra.sad, 
JP’s conc.ept of the tot.al revol.ution was a synth.esis of Marx.ist and Gand.hian conc.ept of ideal.istic 

huma.nism with the princ.iples of West.ern Democ.racy.16 The main rea.son for JP’s love to socia.lism was that 
socia.lism was bas.ed on equa.lity and soc.ial just.ice. Howe.ver, the requir.ement for soc.ial just.ice cou.ld not be 
separ.ated from the neces.sity for the mor.al develo.pment of peo.ple. Mate.rial succ.ess alo.ne cou.ld not make 
poss.ible the realiz.ation of soc.ial and econ.omic just.ice. His tot.al revol.ution aim.ed at introd.ucing a new 
atti.tude and new sys.tem in ord.er to achi.eve the prog.ress in socioec.onomic struc.ture of the coun.try. In ord.er 
to estab.lish an equ.al soci.ety the aim of the tot.al revol.ution was Sarvo.daya, and the met.hod of tot.al 
revol.ution. Conseq.uently, we can sta.te that tot.al revol.ution was the ref.orm of Sarvo.daya move.ment in 

ord.er to real.ize the democ.ratic val.ues in the Ind.ian Soci.ety. 17 

 
 
 
CONCL.USION 
 
 Lokn.ayak dedic.ated hims.elf to set upan egalitari.ansociety bas.ed on libe.rty, equa.lity,and frate.rnity with 
Sarvo.daya princ.iples. He trie.dhis best to estab.lish a soci.ety whe.re allsh.ould be trea.ted as equ.al irresp.ective 
of cas.te, cre.ed, and reli.gion and sex.es,and oth.ers. His Sarvo.daya move.ment foll.owed the tru.th and non-
viol.ence whi.ch teac.hes unive.rsal love and prog.ress for all. JP was work.ing as a socia.list from 1932 to 1954. 
He was a prem.ier lea.der and spokes.person of Ind.ian socia.lism. He adop.ted the philo.sophy of socia.lism 
mix.ing with Gand.hian Socia.lism for the Ind.ian perspe.ctive. He devel.oped his polit.ical philo.sophy by 
mak.ing adjust.ments to the nee.ds of the Ind.ian pol.ity. The.ory of Democ.ratic Socia.lism adop.ted by JP was 
diffe.rent from West.ern Polit.ical Thin.kers. He was the tor.ch bea.rer of Gand.hiji’s conc.epts of pea.ce, non-
viol.ence and Gram Swa.raj. JP was a str.ong cri.tic of the shortc.omings of parliam.entary democ.racy in Ind.ia. 
He tri.ed his lev.el best to estab.lish a communi.tarian democ.racy that was beco.ming more and more 
decentr.alized so that peo.ple cou.ld invo.lve thems.elves more and more in adminis.tration for the.ir 
develo.pment. By adop.ting the princ.iples of communi.tarian democ.racy, JP tri.ed to recons.truct the nat.ion 
thro.ugh elimin.ation of pow.er cent.ric par.ty poli.tics in the gover.nment. He under.stood the prob.lems crea.ted 
by the pow.er cent.ric par.ty poli.tics very serio.usly in ord.er to sna.tch away the rig.hts of the peo.ple. Tot.al 
Revol.ution adop.ted by JP was a perma.nent revol.ution. It was goi.ng to keep on transf.orming both the 
pers.onal and soc.ial life of the Ind.ian Pol.ity. JP expl.ains the transfo.rmation of peo.ple and soci.ety by the 
mea.ns of tot.al revol.ution agai.nst all sor.ts of corru.ption. Dur.ing the Post-Indepe.ndence Pha.se, his polit.ical 
philo.sophy brou.ght a mor.al fab.ric, peoplec.entric polit.ical cult.ure and a ray of hope to estab.lish 
peoplec.entric democ.ratic gover.nment. His Non-Cong.ress Leade.rship aft.er indepe.ndence was a devo.ted 
work for the coun.try to recons.truct the nat.ion thro.ugh establi.shment of real democ.ratic val.ues and attit.udes 
in ord.er to prot.ect the inte.rest of the peo.ple. Aft.er the indepe.ndence of Ind.ia, JP was the only one 
‘Crus.ader’ to lau.nch tot.al revol.ution in the coun.try with.out any mot.ive of pow.er. It was tot.al revol.ution 
and not a revol.ution to be done once, but was to be conti.nued perman.ently to cre.ate a cha.nge in the mind.set 
as well as in the soc.io-econ.omic condi.tions of the coun.try. The tot.al revol.ution of JP aim.ed at brin.ging 
abo.ut bas.ic chan.ges in the soc.ial, cult.ural, polit.ical and econ.omic val.ues of Indi.ans. He used the word 
‘tot.al’ to mean a revol.ution whi.ch is compreh.ensive in nat.ure cove.ring all aspe.cts of soci.ety. The grea.test 
contri.bution of JP in Ind.ian poli.tics was the JP Move.ment that he organ.ized agai.nst Mrs Gan.dhi whi.ch 
resu.lted in Emerg.ency bei.ng impo.sed. The fir.st Non-Cong.ress par.ty to form the gover.nment of the Cen.tre 
thro.ugh Jan.ata Par.ty he sho.uld get cre.dit for end.ing the domin.ation of Cong.ress Par.ty in Post-
Indepe.ndence Ind.ia. Accor.ding to JP, Tot.al Revol.ution is not resp.ite, not halt, not comp.lete halt. JP has 
writ.ten seve.ral boo.ks and arti.cles on the Reconst .ruction of the Ind.ian Pol .ity. He has been hono.ured with 
the Magsa.ysay Awa.rd for pub.lic serv.ices in 1965 and was awar.ded posthu.mously the presti.gious awa.rd 
Bha.rat Rat.na in 1999 for the contri.bution of Soc.ial and Polit.ical leade.rship in Ind.ia. JP nev.er wan.ted 
pow.er, posi.tion or fame for hims.elf. This unsel.fish lea.der wor.ked tirel.essly to bui.ld the ide.al Ind.ia whe.re 
the.re wou.ld be equa.lity, free.dom and just.ice for all.  
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