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a1 prakash Narayan:Political Thought, Social Philosophy and Contribution to
Indian Democracy

Abstract

Jai Prakash Narayan was a great social thinker and political leader who had ushered in an era of great socio-
political revolutions, when the country was grappling with the major issues of poverty, unemployment,
corruption, insecurity, homelessness, dictatorship, inequality and injustice. His thoughts and movements
caught the eye not only in India, but also throughout the world. Due to his extraordinary role in social and
political change his name became popular in the context of “Loknayak”. Jayprakash went through his
education in American Universities, and was greatly influenced by Marxism. He returned to India and joined

- clfl!T?n National Congress; where hé'was actively engaged ifi"the struggle for independence from thé
Briush rule’in India. Following theé Independence movement, over time Narayan was gradually away from
party involvement and dedicated his life to social reconstruction and building an Anti-Congress platform in
1948. J. established the Praja Socialist Party.J. launched the Praja Socialist Party.In 1952, P gave voice to
the disenfranchised, established a political alternative. He did his utmost to introduce Sarvodaya Movement
of Acharya Vinoba Bhave.Jayprakash was actively associated with Sarvodaya Movement started by
Gandhiji and led by Vinoba Bhave. The Sarvodaya of J.In the fifties P mentioned a new order which would
try to create a classless stateless society to fruit people's socialism. He was greatly distressed with the
increasing corruption in India’s political arena. He initially became the “Jeevan Danee” of Jeevandan
movement led by Vinoba Bhave. To counteract the dominant party politics he introduced the idea of

- oartyless and communitarian democracy to develop democratic culture and values. Sampurna Kranti or total

- Gvolution was the final intellectual contribution 6f Jayprakash in his endless pursuit to establish a §6€i6=
economic and political order in India, which would make India a democratic and prosperous nation in the
world. In the present study emphasis would be given to the social and political contribution made by JP in
reconstructing the Indian society through all his moving up till his death. He was dedicated to purify
political, socio-economic and moral part of the people.

Keywords: Jayaprakash Narayan, Loknayak, Indian Socialism, Sarvodaya, Total Revolution, Democracy,
Bhoodan Movement, Indian Freedom Movement, Political Thought, Social Transformation.

Introduction

Jay Prakash Narayan was one of the most dedicated leaders in India. He pursued higher education in
universities in the United States, where he gradually developed a strong interest in Marxist ideas. After
returning to India, he joined Indian National Congress, He influenced by Jawaharlal Nehru’s appeal to
participate in the struggle to end British colonial rule. He was influenced by Mahatma Gandhi as well as
Bal Gangadhar Tilak. Gandhi’s philosophy of non-violence further encouraged JP to adopt a simple way of
life and dedicate himself to the service of the nation.At the age of eighteen, Jayaprakash Narayan married
with Prabhavati Devi. His marriage also brought him into new contact with several prominent political
leader through his father-in-law, who was connected with the national movement. During freedom struggle
time, JP was arrested and imprisoned on several occasions because of his active participation in the anti-
British movement.

Jayaprakash Narayan later emerged as one of the important leaders of Indian socialism and played a
significant role in shaping socialist thought in the country. From the 1930s to the mid-1950s, he remained
actively involved in socialist politics and worked for social and economic equality. Throughout his life, his

n‘ja_.én concern was the creation of a democratic society based on justice, freedom, equality, and human
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dignity. His ideas about politics and society were based on the principle that everyone should have the
freedom to live independently and receive the same opportunities in life.

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

e To examine the life and political career of Jayaprakash Narayan..
e To examine his contribution to the Indian freedom movement.

e To analyse his transition from socialism to Sarvodaya.

e To examine his concept of partyless democracy and decentralisation.
¢ To study the philosophical and political significance of Total Revolution.

Methodology

This study is primarily historical and analytical in nature. It is based on secondary sources, including books,
scholarly articles, government publications, academic studies and selected writings of Jayaprakash
Narayan.The research follows a qualitative methodology. Historical and political developments have been
examined chronologically and thematically to understand the evolution of Narayan's political philosophy.
Particular attention has been given to his writings on socialism, democracy and Sarvodaya and to scholarly
interpretations of the Total Revolution movement.The study uses secondary materials to collect data of
Jayaprakash Narayan's published writings, including Socialism, Sarvodaya, and Democracy.

Jayaprakash Narayan’s Revolutionary Contribution

After completing his higher studies in the USA, JP returned to India and became a member of the Indian
National Congress to fight against the British Government in 1929. From this time, JP started taking an
active part in Indian Freedom Struggle up to achieving Indian Independence. He was put into prison in
1932 for participating actively in the Civil Disobedience Movement organized by Gandhiji against the
oppressive British Rule. He made friends with leaders like Ashok Mehta, Minu Mashani, Ram Manohar
Lohia, C. K. Narayan Swami, etc. during his imprisonment at the Nasik Jail in 1932. This friendship made

JP join the Congress Socialist Party (CSP). ! As the General Secretary of (CSP), he asked the Nation to

utilize the Second World War opportunity to free themselves from the British Rule and exploitation. He
was again imprisoned for 9 months. On release from Jail, he tried hard to achieve a reconciliation between

Gandhiji and Subhas Chandra Bose about the Movement’s policy but failed to do that.? He was arrested by

the British Government on the charge of participating in the Quit India Movement of August 1942. He was
charged with the ongoing stir with other freedom fighters and was put in Hazaribagh Central Jail. He
succeeded in escaping from jail on the Diwali day in November 1942 when most of the guards of the Jail

were on leave.® This daring escape of JP made him a folk hero.During the freedom struggle period, JP

worked actively as an underground freedom fighter. In order to stop the exploitation of the British
Government, he organized an ‘Azad Dasta’ (Freedom Brigade) in Nepal. After some months, he was
arrested again and again from Punjab while traveling through train in September 1943. He was brutally
tortured by the British Police for information related to the Freedom Struggle. When Gandhi insisted that

he would initiate negotiations with the British Government only after the unconditional release of Ram
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{/Ianohar Lohia and JP in April 1946. He was a born freedom fighter of corruption, injustice, and

exploitation of the poor section of the society. Hence he made great efforts to bring about socio-economic
changes for establishing a truly equal society with justice up to his death.*

Jayaprakash Narayan’s Influence on Indian Socialist Thought

For almost 24 years JP worked as socialist from 1930 to 1954. Gandhiji regarded him to be the greatest
authority on Socialism in India. He made lots of active contributions to the popularization of the Congress
Socialist Party and its program. He felt that without socialism, inequalities, corruption and exploitation
cannot be curbed. The formation of the Congress Socialist Party (CSP) in May 1934 was a significant
milestone in the development of the Socialist movement in India. The blueprints of CSP were drawn in
Nasik Jail where JP, Ashoke Mehata, Minoo Masani, Lohia were imprisoned together. Slowly with the
passage of time, JP acted as the most active leader of the Congress Socialist Party and also as the most re-

organized personality in the domain of Indian Socialism.°JP had great emphasis on the economic issues of

the nation and necessity of the solution of these problems as early as possible with socialistic principles.
According to him ‘the root cause of inequalities of wealth lies in the fact that the gifts of nature which
provide wealth to man and the instruments of productions have come to be privately owned by individuals

for their own benefits. This resulted in economic exploita‘[ion.6 JP felt that inequalities developed due to the

private ownership of means of production and that led to concentration of wealth and exploitation of others.
It was because he supported the abolition of private wealth and private ownership. JP thought that banks,
industries, transport and trade should be nationalized as the property of the State. He laid stress on the fact
that the State has to fulfill the needs of the people to create a socialistic and truly democratic state with the
spirit of justice, equality and liberty. Democracy cannot flourish without the establishment of socialism in
the Indian polity. JP had complete knowledge about the flaws of representative, parliamentary democracy.

He said that socialism is nothing but the equal sharing of the benefits of state wealth by all.” Being a

socialist, JP had deep empathy towards the peasants who were suffering in so many ways. He tried to bring
a radical change in the society in such a way that there would be reduction in the suffering of the peasants
in the villages. He wished that the village should be self-sufficient and there should be radical changes in

the laws regarding the land. He suggested the formation of cooperative firms.% He implemented socialism in

the Indian political environment through Gandhian methods of non-violence and Satyagraha. JP did not
prefer Marxist methods of class struggle for his socialistic struggle. JP’s idea of Socialism according to him
was, “I would like to define a socialist society as one in which the individual is prepared voluntarily to
subordinate his interest to the larger interest of the society. The keyword in this definition is ‘Voluntarily’.
In his book ‘Why Socialism’ (1936), JP gave profound importance to economic equality and suggested the
abolition of private property as a solution for equality. He accused private property as the root cause of
inequality. JP had a clear vision of other methods to solve the problem of inequality such as equal
opportunity for self-development, not equitable apportionment of national wealth and social, educational
and services between all. Being a follower of Marxist ideology, JP wanted the abolition of private property
to solve the problem of inequality. But as a democratic socialist, JP understood that equality also has social

and political dimension as well; it needed different policies to cope with them.®

Jayaprakash Narayan’s Influence on the Sarvodaya Movement:

Sarvodaya is a social restructuring movement through which Jay PrakashNarayan has tried to establish
social justice and welfare of all.In this society, all human beings without based on caste, creed, religion,
gender, race,and sex will get equal opportunity. No party power politics is in Sarvodaya society. Lokniti
will takethe place of politics in this society where all people will take participate in the decision-
makingprocess. Love, compassion,and sympathy are the mottos of Sarvodaya society. Sarvodaya society
believes in liberty, equality, and fraternity with abolishing corruption, unemployment,nepotism,and mal
practice. In this regard,JP has proposed some constitutional amendments.The political life of JP developed
through the way of Marxian socialism. In the Post- Independence Era of India, JP dissociated himself from
politics and power politics. Jayaprakash totally divorced himself from Marxism and adopted the philosophy

arvodaya. He tried to reinterpret the problem of individual behavior that he was to manifest in politics
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grom an ethical angle. In 1954, he declared at the annual Sarvodaya Conference at Bodhgaya that he would
devote his time and energy to promote Sarvodaya movement and its philosophy. He became the first
‘Jeevandanee’ on the account of the rise of all. He associated himself with the Bhoodan movement of
Acharya Vinobha Bhave to rebuild the socioeconomic status of India. He started establishing the principles
and ideals of socialism through his social works. JP advocated the adoption of People’s Socialism in place
of state socialism. Sarvodaya opposed Rajniti or power politics and adopted Lok Satta or Lokniti.
Sarvodaya movement advocated party less democracy to control the power centered party politics. Through
the Sarvodaya Programs, JP wished to establish community-centered panchayats through a participative
approach of the people. As a Sarvodaya activist, the people have to work in a cooperative spirit to promote

the happiness and progress of all.1° Sarvodaya does not hold the view that different social interests gave rise

to different parties. This movement employed the technique of Ahimsa, truth, and Satyagraha instead of
Marxist violent approach. By discarding power politics, JP envisaged an ideal social order which was not a
paradise for corrupt politicians, bureaucrats and capitalists but there was to be self-government, self-

management, cooperation, equality, freedom and brotherhood in the society.’ For leading an ideal and

moral life, the discipline of physical needs is imperative for the healthy development of human
personality.The socialist way of life is the process of sharing the good through the collective efforts of
people. Unless the members of society learn to keep their desires under control, voluntary sharing may be
difficult to practice in society. As per JP, the solution would be that every member of the social practices

self-discipline and values of socialism. Sarvodaya is the approach towards implementing the values of

socialism in the society through the process of voluntarily sharing and cooperation for others.?

JP’s concept of Total Revolution:

The very term “Total Revolution” (comprehensive revolution) makes it clear that its objective is the
creation of the “Total Man.” “Total Revolution,” which was his term for a comprehensive social revolution
including all aspects of life — social, economic, political, cultural, ideological, educational, and moral. He
announced this goal for the first time at a mammoth public meeting held in Patna on 5 June 1974, and it
immediately caught on. J.P. also explained that the work for Total Revolution has four aspects: struggle,
construction, propaganda, and organization. (ibid). This perspective presents a holistic and comprehensive
vision of social change. The idea of total revolution is therefore of profound importance for social
reconstruction, as it demonstrates how the foundations of multi-dimensional social transformation can be
laid through comprehensive leadership., he made it clear that this revolution was not only for the students
but it involved the resignation of ministers and the dissolution of the assembly in Bihar. This revolution was
also initiated to solve the urgent problems of the nation and ushering in a new era to establish an idealistic
socialist state with democratic values to end economic exploitation and social evil. The concept of total
revolution of JP was his most important objective to establish a socialistic culture in India for its people.
The main motive of this revolution was an active response to the then corrupted socio-economic and
political scenario of the country. Total revolution was the combination of seven revolutions like social,
political, economic, cultural, educational, ideological and spiritual to bring a change in the Indian

society.®This innovative concept of revolution was launched by JP with two main aims, firstly it is to bring

a drastic change in all spheres of the society through the means of non-violence and awareness among
public. The second was to challenge the arbitrary use of powers by the ruling party in India. He felt that
there was an emergency need to protest against the misuse of power, corruption and socio-economic justice
of the people. There were many important features of JP's concept of total revolution that can bring a
change in the system and mentality of the people. The first feature was about the process of revolution that
was based on non-violence and truth. He informed Gandhiji that there was no need for violent methods to

change the society of India." The second feature of total revolution was the revolution would aim at

sustaining the democratic structure of the nation. Thirdly, JP for his revolution was a change in the
individual and social structure of society. Fourthly, the total revolution and it would continuously change
our individual and social structure of life. He stated 'Total revolution was always going on and on ........ this

knows no respite, no halt and certainly not a complete halt... "Fifthly, he gave the leadership of the
revolution to the students. In his opinion, students were more successful in leadership because they had no

t-l'ji{st falﬂihower and survival struggle. Sixthly, the idea of class struggle was not intended to obtain the same
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degree of power. One more feature of total revolution is that JP wanted to introduce a new political system
which would be based on mutual respect, trust, and cooperation for everyone. According to Bimal Prasad,
JP’s concept of the total revolution was a synthesis of Marxist and Gandhian concept of idealistic

humanism with the principles of Western Democracy.16 The main reason for JP’s love to socialism was that

socialism was based on equality and social justice. However, the requirement for social justice could not be
separated from the necessity for the moral development of people. Material success alone could not make
possible the realization of social and economic justice. His total revolution aimed at introducing a new
attitude and new system in order to achieve the progress in socioeconomic structure of the country. In order
to establish an equal society the aim of the total revolution was Sarvodaya, and the method of total
revolution. Consequently, we can state that total revolution was the reform of Sarvodaya movement in

order to realize the democratic values in the Indian Society. 17

CONCLUSION

Loknayak dedicated himself to set upan egalitariansociety based on liberty, equality,and fraternity with
Sarvodaya principles. He triedhis best to establish a society where allshould be treated as equal irrespective
of caste, creed, and religion and sexes,and others. His Sarvodaya movement followed the truth and non-
violence which teaches universal love and progress for all. JP was working as a socialist from 1932 to 1954.
He was a premier leader and spokesperson of Indian socialism. He adopted the philosophy of socialism
mixing with Gandhian Socialism for the Indian perspective. He developed his political philosophy by
making adjustments to the needs of the Indian polity. Theory of Democratic Socialism adopted by JP was
different from Western Political Thinkers. He was the torch bearer of Gandhiji’s concepts of peace, non-
violence and Gram Swaraj. JP was a strong critic of the shortcomings of parliamentary democracy in India.
He tried his level best to establish a communitarian democracy that was becoming more and more
decentralized so that people could involve themselves more and more in administration for their
development. By adopting the principles of communitarian democracy, JP tried to reconstruct the nation
through elimination of power centric party politics in the government. He understood the problems created
by the power centric party politics very seriously in order to snatch away the rights of the people. Total
Revolution adopted by JP was a permanent revolution. It was going to keep on transforming both the
personal and social life of the Indian Polity. JP explains the transformation of people and society by the
means of total revolution against all sorts of corruption. During the Post-Independence Phase, his political
philosophy brought a moral fabric, peoplecentric political culture and a ray of hope to establish
peoplecentric democratic government. His Non-Congress Leadership after independence was a devoted
work for the country to reconstruct the nation through establishment of real democratic values and attitudes
in order to protect the interest of the people. After the independence of India, JP was the only one
‘Crusader’ to launch total revolution in the country without any motive of power. It was total revolution
and not a revolution to be done once, but was to be continued permanently to create a change in the mindset
as well as in the socio-economic conditions of the country. The total revolution of JP aimed at bringing
about basic changes in the social, cultural, political and economic values of Indians. He used the word
‘total’ to mean a revolution which is comprehensive in nature covering all aspects of society. The greatest
contribution of JP in Indian politics was the JP Movement that he organized against Mrs Gandhi which
resulted in Emergency being imposed. The first Non-Congress party to form the government of the Centre
through Janata Party he should get credit for ending the domination of Congress Party in Post-
Independence India. According to JP, Total Revolution is not respite, not halt, not complete halt. JP has
written several books and articles on the Reconstruction of the Indian Polity. He has been honoured with
the Magsaysay Award for public services in 1965 and was awarded posthumously the prestigious award
Bharat Ratna in 1999 for the contribution of Social and Political leadership in India. JP never wanted
power, position or fame for himself. This unselfish leader worked tirelessly to build the ideal India where
there would be equality, freedom and justice for all.
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