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Abstract:

The evaluation and examination system plays an important role in the educational framework, serving as a tool
to measure the knowledge, skills, and competencies of students. In present, the Common University Entrance Test
(CUET) has emerged as a new evaluation system for admissions to higher education institutions in India, replacing
traditional university-specific entrance exams. The concept of a standardized entrance exam is not completely
new. The Central Universities Common Entrance Test (CUCET) was launched in 2010 and was first utilized by
seven newly formed Central universities. The CUET examination was implemented to provide uniformity in

admission to central universities and other participating universities to offer an equitable evaluation process. As
CUET examination becomes the primary entrance examination for numerous central universities and other
participating universities so, understanding students’ perception is important. The CUET examination has drawn
out a diverse range of perceptions among students in India, reflecting both support and criticism. This study
investigate the perceptions of students towards the CUET examination, focusing on various domains such as
fairness, accessibility, stress, usefulness and the technical challenges. In this study a perception questionnaire is
used to collect data from a diverse group of participants of Banaras Hindu University. The result obtained from
questionnaire (n=140) showed that 65% students find it fair, 70.71% students find it is accessible for diverse
group students, 46.42% students find it is stressful while preparation, 48.56% students find it is useful in present
context and 48.57% students find it is technically suitable for students. Thus, the findings provide valuable
information about CUET examination and may help for policymakers and educators in implementing educational
reform.
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Introduction:

Examination is a fundamental aspect of the Indian educational system, deeply embedded in its structure. They not
only serve to evaluate students' academic performance but also play a pivotal role in shaping their future career
paths. While it serve necessary functions within the educational system, it is important to consider reforms that
promote a more comprehensive evaluation of student capabilities, ensuring that the examination system supports
the diverse aspirations of students. Historically, admission to universities in India relied heavily on marks obtained
in higher secondary examinations conducted by various state and central boards. This approach often led to
significant disparities, as the curricula, grading systems, and evaluation methods varied widely across states.
Students from different educational backgrounds faced unequal opportunities, impacting their chances of securing
admission to quality institutions. High-stakes examinations often create a competitive environment, compelling
students to excel in subjects that may not align with their interests but are deemed necessary for career
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advancement. Tests are arranged to assess students' performance and thus are a fundamental component of any
educational system (Anand, 1985).

In present, the Common University Entrance Test (CUET) has emerged as a new evaluation system for admissions
to higher education institutions in India, replacing traditional university-specific entrance exams. The concept of
a consolidated entrance examination is not completely new. The Central Universities Common Entrance Test
(CUCET) was initiated in 2010 when seven newly formed Central universities adopted it. In 2012, the government
sought to implement this across all Central universities within the Education Ministry, but the initiative failed to
launch as some prominent universities raised concerns about its effect on the quality of admitted students.
Throughout the years, an increasing number of newly established Central universities embraced the common
entrance, while the older ones opted out. In 2021, just 12 Central universities, such as Assam University in Silchar,
Central University of Gujarat, Central University of Punjab, Central University of Tamil Nadu, and Central
University of Jharkhand, among others, participated in the CUCET (Indian Express, 2024). The CUET
examination aimed to standardizing the admission process across various central universities and participating
universities. Its evolution reflects the changing landscape of higher education in the country and the need for a
more equitable and comprehensive assessment system. Recognizing the need for a standardized entrance process,
the University Grants Commission (UGC) proposed the CUET examination. The CUET examination was
officially introduced in 2022 as a means to streamline the admission process for undergraduate and postgraduate
programs in various universities. The CUET examination aimed to assess students' aptitude across various
subjects and provide a level playing field for candidates from diverse educational backgrounds. In its National
Education Policy released in 2020, the Indian government addressed the issue by requiring that a nationwide
common entrance exam be used for admissions to higher education. In March 2022, the Ministry of Education
declared that starting this year, undergraduate admissions to all 45 central universities, supported by the national
government, must occur through the new Common University Entrance Test (Genie, 2022). After the introduction
of CUET examination in the year 2022, students have different perceptions about it. Sometimes the problem
caused by technical issues during CUET examination, delay in results and re-examination due to some reasons
affect the positive perception of students towards CUET examination. Apart from this, preparation for the CUET
examination, lack of available resources and access to those resources for students from rural areas also cause
stress among the students.

Rationale of the Study

In this study, the researcher has studied the perception of students towards the CUET examination. After reviewing
the literature which is available in public domain & free access, the researcher has found literature related to the
perception of students who will take this entrance exam in the future. Gupta et al. (2023) in their study
“Evaluating Student Perceptions and Awareness of the Common University Entrance Test (CUET) in India” on
2142 school students studying in X, XI, and XII standards, residing all over India and found that students are not
apprehensive about CUET and the general perception about CUET is positive but there is a lack of awareness
about its conduct and pattern which will definitely create a negative impact on their preparation and performance
in exams. Siddharth (2023) in their study “University Entrance Examination stressors in High School Students:
An Empirical Study” on 304 students of 12% class of Government schools of Delhi NCR, found that most of the
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students are moderately stressed about the CUET examination. Both the literatures are based on the perception of
students who will take CUET in future. Since perception can be of both types of students, those who have cleared
this exam and got admission in a higher institution and those who are planning to take this exam in future, hence
the researcher has tried to know the perception of students who have cleared the exam and got admission. Since
no study has been conducted on the perception of such students, this may provide valuable information to policy
makers about the CUET examination and help in implementing educational reforms.

Objective
To study the perception of students towards the CUET examination on the basis of fairness, accessibility, stress,
usefulness and the technical challenges.

Methodology
Population: All those students who have taken admission in any university by passing the CUET examination.
Sample & Sampling technique : In present study total 140 samples were selected through convenience sampling
technique.

Graph 1: Sample Distribution
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The above graph shows the sample distribution with their demographic details.

DOI Number: 10.5281/zenodo.19025664 E-Mail: adeduxian@gmail.com Website: www.educarepublication.com 245



AD EDUXIAN JOURNM

A Quarterly Multidisciplinary Blind Peer Reviewed & Refereed Online International Journal
Google Scholar Indexing PIF: 1.048(120R) & 3.125 (IIFS)

Vol (3), Issue (1), January-March 2026 ISSN: 3048-7951

Survey Questionnaire & Data Collection

A bilingual (English and Hindi) Google form questionnaire (CUET Perception Questionnaire), consisting of 23
close-ended questions, was prepared. The questionnaire was designed to obtain information about the
demographic details of participants and their perception on the basis of fairness, accessibility, usefulness, stress
and technical challenge during the exam. The Google form was circulated among students to collect data from a
diverse group of participants from Banaras Hindu University.

Data Analysis
The data obtained for the present study were compiled and analyzed using percentage analysis.

FINDINGS

The findings of this study are shown by graphs which are based on percentage analysis. This result is analyzed
on the basis of the domain of the questionnaire, which is as follows:

Graph 2: Fairness
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The above graph shows that 81.43 % students agreed that the CUET promotes fair admission process, 75%
students agreed that the CUET is more transparent than previous methods, 40.71% students disagree that not
considering overall academic record in CUET makes it an unfair measure of assessment and 62.85% students
disagree that CUET exam favours students of certain boards.

Graph 3: Accessibility
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The above graph shows that 90.71% students agreed that the CUET exam provides equal platform for all students,
47.14% students find it difficult for rural & disadvantages groups students, 79.28% students find the CUET
syllabus is aligned with all board’s students and 83.57% find that CUET provides standard platform for diverse
groups students.

Graph 4: Stress
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The above graph shows that 45% students feel stress during preparing for the CUET, 57.86% students agreed that
stress level affect their performance in exam, 50.71% students disagree that additional coaching is needed for the
CUET and 55.71% students agree that stress level are higher during the CUET rather than regular school exams.
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Graph 5: Usefulness
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The above graph shows that 67.86% students agreed that the CUET is a useful exam to assess the students’
abilities, 40% students agreed that it is focuses on memorization, 59.28% students satisfied with the syllabus and
exam pattern of the CUET and 40.71% wants the another method of assessment for higher education.
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Graph 6: Technical Challenges
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The above graph shows that 69.28% students agreed that online platform for the CUET is user friendly, 55.71%
students agreed that they have experienced technical issue during examination, 87.86% students agreed that the
CUET is accessible for diverse linguistic background students and 72.85% students agreed that lack of technical

infrastructure in rural regions affect the students performance.
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CONCLUSION & DISCUSSION

India is a country of diversity, not only is there diversity in socio-economic status, cultural and linguistic aspects,
but there are also systems like state boards and central boards in the field of education. Getting admission in a
good university for higher education is a turning point in the life of students, so it becomes even more important
that they get a fair and equal opportunity for it. Whether it is for their favourite course or for the University of
their Choice. The CUET examination is currently providing this opportunity to students. There are several central
universities, state universities and private universities for higher education which participated in the CUET
examination. After analyzing the data of the study conducted to know the perception of students towards this
examination, it has been concluded that overall 65% of students consider this entrance exam to be fair &
transparent and 70.71% of students agreed that this exam to be accessible, 46.42% students find it is stressful
while preparation, 48.56% students find it is useful in present context and 48.57% students find it is technically
suitable for students. 40.51% of students believe that there should be some other entrance exam besides CUET
for higher education. Thus, this study concludes that the CUET examination providing fair and equal
opportunities, accessible and Useful but also brings some challenges such as stress, technical issues during
examination (37.85%), which underlines that policy makers and educationists will have to make efforts to make
it a more easy, stress less, useful and technically competent for students.

LIMITATIONS

This study has been done under some limitations. Since the CUET examination given by diverse students across
the country for different universities, only students of Banaras Hindu University have been taken in its sample.
The participants who take part in it are from different socio-economic status, educational background, locality
and gender but these have been ignored while analyzing the data. The number of participant is 140, so its
conclusions cannot be generalized on a larger scale.
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